Communications Committee Report
CSUEU Board Meeting; San Francisco

June 26, 2009

Chair: Russell Kilday-Hicks

Members: Ray Finnell, Luana Conley, Tom Alden, Mike Geck, Felix Cortez-Littlefield

Staff assigned: John Watson

• With the state budget crisis threatening to only worsen, accurate information to our members and all represented employees as well as in the public media is crucial. Our communications specialist in HQ, John Watson, has been doing a great job weathering the storm, with website improvements like the Budget Central, the CSUEU Activist site, the regular by-weekly CSUEU E-News, and monthly phone conferences with designated chapter communication liaisons to help promote better communications throughout our system. We’ve held four of these conferences so far, with the next one scheduled for July 14 at noon. I hope you all realize the valued-added that having a staff person like John brings to our organization. 

• Know Your Rights flyers translated into Spanish are on the website for downloading (#10, Layoffs; #14, Workload; #15, Evaluations; and #3, Injury). We are working on regularly translating important notices and documents as time and resources allow. We are exploring using graduate students for credit and member volunteers. If you know someone with this skill please get him or her in touch with John Watson or myself. 

• The committee produced UE just before the May 19 election. We are hard at work on the next issue of University Employee, to be out in a few weeks.  

• The Business System Task Force (to explore the creation of an identity system) has not gotten off the ground yet. Following our elections, the Communications, Organizing, and the Committee on the Future committees will be working together on this project.  

• I just want to remind you that whatever kind of news you put out to your chapter, whether print or electronic, to send a copy to John Watson in HQ. 

• The committee will meet again on Aug. 9 in Sacramento to prepare for General Council in September. 
