Legislative Committee Report

June 26, 2009
Millbrae  (Westin SFO), CA
By:  Natalia Bremer
Committee Members:  Natalia Bremer, Chair, Andrew Coile, Vice Chair, Diana Askea, Diana Balli, Frank Borrelli, John Burdett, Sherrie Golden, Staff Assigned. 

Guests: Patricia Jones, Gus Lease (R.D. VII), Santos Ortega, Christine Thomas, Gilbert Villareal, Wayne Wallace

Policy File

The CSEA Government Affairs Committee has not met since the affiliates have been incorporated. As a result the duties and responsibilities of the Legislative Committee has changed. Christine Thomas, Chair of the B&P Committee has requested that the Legislative Committee review the language in Policy 1207.01. It will be necessary to modify and submit new language to include the charge of reviewing candidates and bills, as well as PAC/COPE and the endorsement process before September 2009.

It has been suggested that a member of the Legislative Committee be assigned to attend the CalPERS Board of Director’s Meetings, in lieu of an Executive Board Member. This is yet to be determined.
CalPERS At-Large Seat

There are five candidates running for the CalPERS Member At-Large Seat. The candidates are: Dennis Yates (Traffic Officer - CHP), Muriel Strand (Retired Air Resource Engineer – CA Air Resources Board), Dan T. Villella (CPA - City of Huntington Beach), Joesph (JJ) Jelincic (Investment Officer – CalPERS), and Cathy Hackett (Budget Analyst – Caltrans).  Elections ballots will be sent on September 4, 2009. Voting will be closed October 2, 2009, and all ballots will be opened and counted starting October 5, 2009.

A motion was passed for a list of questions to be developed and distributed to all the candidates for the CalPER Member At-Large Seat (Position A). The Legislative Committee will review all responses and invite such candidates we deem appropriate to the Board of Director’s Strategic Retreat in Sacramento on August 8, 2009.

The Legislative Committee discussed posting the endorsed candidate’s bio along with the Q & A on the CSUEU website. It was also agreed upon to digitally record the interview of the endorsed candidate for our general members to watch should they so chose.

10th Congressional District
In April 2009 Lt. Governor John Garamendi dropped his gubernatorial bid and announced he will be running for the seat vacated by Representative Ellen Tausher, the incumbent in the 10th Congressional District. Tausher is appointed to a post in President Barack Obama’s State Department. 

A motion passed to endorse Lt. Gov. John Garamendi for the 10th Congressional Seat.
Lobby Day 2009 (April 27 – 29)

Total number of members attending Lobby Day: 64

Total number of legislative appointments: 57  (23 Senate/ 34 Assembly)

The 2009 Lobby Day was a success, and we had a good turnout during the reception. Overall critique was more role play, fewer speakers, and pair up newcomers with the experienced. The hotel and its décor was conducive and appropriate to the venue.

A motion was passed that TRAINING.CSUEU.ORG be created so that the Legislative Committee can create an on-line training module for Lobby Day. This training would be mandatory for every attendee planning to attend Lobby Day. All attendees would be required to register two months in advance of Lobby Day. It has been discussed to hold Lobby Day in April of 2010 at the Citizen Hotel, if this venue is available.  A local district visit is also being considered as mandatory prerequisite to attend.

The Legislative Committee hopes to centralize resources on a web page for all members to access.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Bills  21


AB 35 (Furutani) Workforce Preparation – failed deadline
The legislative committee recommends a watch position. This bill would declare the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation to develop a strategic plain in the education system for workforce preparation.
AB 220 (Brownley) Bond measure for Public Education Facilities – failed deadline
The legislative committee recommends supporting this bill. This is basically a Bond that would become operative only when approved by voters at the November 3, 2009 elections. An unspecified amount of state general obligation bonds to provide aid to construct and modernize education facilities (K – University), naming CSU as one of the possible recipients.
AB 284 (Garrick) Education Code, relating to Charter Schools on CSU campuses - dead
The legislative committee recommends a watch position. 

AB 567 (Villines) Business Operations Amends the Whistleblower Protection Act – in Senate
The legislative committee recommends a watch position. Gag order? Prohibits public employees from releasing to the public, any papers or substantive information pertaining to any ongoing audits. 

AB 586 (Huber) Amends Labor Code, Relating to Workman’s Compensation – in Senate
The legislative committee recommends supporting this bill. Extends additional worker’s compensation provisions for members of the police (and fire) departments at CSU.

AB440 (Beall) California Community Colleges Student Transfer– in Senate 
The legislative committee recommends supporting this bill. An associate degree in transfer studies would be awarded to students to show for their work completed in a community college before transferring into CSU. (Transfer students would not be required to repeat lower division courses).

AB 615 (Niello) Amends Labor Code, Relating to Workman’s Compensation - dead
The legislative committee recommends a watch position. Requires employers to provide a claim form and notice of potential eligibility if the injury results in death, days away from work or transfer to another job, medical treatment beyond first aid, or loss of consciousness, or if the injury involves significant injury or illness, as diagnosed by a physician or other licensed health cared professional, that does not result in death, days away from work, restricted work or transfer to another job, medical treatments beyond first aid, or loss of consciousness.

AB 656 (Torrico) Establishes the Higher Education Endowment Corporation –in Assembly waiting for 2nd hearing
The legislative committee recommends supporting the bill. Basically funnels money into a non-general fund account, similar to an endowment account for use by faculty and students.
AB 690 (Ammiano) Representation on the Trustee Board  -in Senate
The legislative committee recommends supporting the bill. Authorizes each ex officio trustee of CSU to designate a person, as prescribed, to attend a meeting(s) of the trustees in her/her absence.

AB 867 (Nava/Arambula) Education Code: Relating to Nursing Degrees –in Senate
The legislative committee recommends a watch position. This bill would authorize CSU to award Doctor of Nursing Practice Degree; it would distinguish the Doctor of Nursing Practice degree from research-based doctoral degrees offered by UC. This bill would require initial funding to come from existing budgets without diminishing the quality of undergraduate programs or reducing enrollment therein. 

AB 1031 (Blumenfield) Public Utilities Code – Renewable Energy Self-Generation Program – in Senate
The legislative committee recommends a watch position on this bill. Within the bill is a revision of the definition of a local government to include individual campus of the … California State University and a joint powers authority or agency.
AB 1089 (Viliines) Public Postsecondary Education – failed passage
The legislative committee recommends supporting this bill. Fee waiver to members of the National Guard.

AB 1222 (Lowenthal) CSU: Alumni: Disclosure  – in Senate
The legislative committee recommends supporting this bill. It continues to support the privacy of the alumni database.
HR 4 (Portantino) Relative to Federal Aid to Higher Education – passed 47-21 March 21
The legislative committee recommends supporting the bill. Resolved the assembly calls upon the Congress and the President of the United States to enact a “New Deal for a New Millennium of Higher Education” that will enable California to rebuild it three segments of public higher education and help the public education systems of the other states as well. That the Assembly calls for a federal program for higher education in the amount of seventy billion dollars ($70,000,000,000) – just 10 percent of what the United States government is spending on the financial crisis – to rebuild access for student to our nation’s public universities and colleges, including establishing, college-going grants similar to the World War II era G.I. Bills of Right, and student load debt forgiveness for all student who take jobs in public service.

SB 195 (Florez) Equity in Higher Education – failed deadline

The legislative committee recommends a watch position on this bill.
SB X1 14 (Benoit) An act to repeal and add to the Education Code, Relating to Public Education - Dead
The legislative committee strongly recommends opposing the bill. Authorizes school and community college districts to contract with private entities for any non-instructional services of any type pursuant to public contracts law. It also declares that employer-employee relation’s provisions (HEERA) don’t limit the authority of CSU to contract with third parties for non-instructional services.

SB 217 (Yee) Public Postsecondary Education: Executive Officer Compensation – in Assembly
The legislative committee recommends supporting this bill. Executive officers of the CSU (Chancellor, Vice Chancellor, General Counsel of the University, Trustee’s Secretary, or President of a campus) will be prohibited from increasing their compensation during the year that there is student fee increases.
SB 218 (Yee) Related to Public Records: State Agency: Nonprofit entity – passed 35 to 1
The legislative committee recommends a watch position. Everyone would like more transparency in terms of fiscal distribution of funds, but it raises concerns about privacy of donors and the potential to harm fundraising efforts for the university.
SB 220 (Yee) Government Code, relating to whistleblower protections – in Assembly
It is on the record that the legislative committee supported this bill 2 years ago, and recommends continuing support of this bill.

SB 271 (Ducheny) Higher Education Facilities Bond Act 2010 – failed deadline
If this bond were to be approved by the voters in the November 3, 2010 statewide general elections, $8,630,000,000 would go to constructing facilities, CSU was named as one of the recipients.

SB 645 (Denham) Public Higher Education: Training Programs at Military Facilities – to consent calendar
 The legislative committee recommends supporting this bill. This bill declares that nothing in the law of the state prohibits CSU from coordinating with the United States Armed Forces from establishing training programs at military facilities.







